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Administrative Regulation – Released Time Religious Instruction
Policy AR - 4400

Purpose 
The purpose of this administrative regulation is to establish procedures for implementing Policy 4400, Attendance, and the requirements of North Carolina General Statute 115C-407.45 concerning released time religious instruction.

Released time religious instruction is religious instruction offered by a private entity during the school day.  Participation is voluntary and is initiated by the student’s parent or legal guardian.

ENCSD is committed to ensuring that all communication with students and families is accessible, including ASL interpretation, captioning, and other accommodations as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

I. Parent or Guardian Request and Consent
1. A parent or legal guardian who wishes for a student to participate in released time religious instruction shall submit the school system’s standard written consent form to the school prior to the student’s participation.
2. The consent form shall include notice that the parent or legal guardian is responsible for arranging transportation to and from the location where the released time religious instruction occurs.
3. The school shall not arrange, provide, or otherwise facilitate transportation for a student attending released time religious instruction.
4. A parent or legal guardian may withdraw consent for a student’s participation at any time by providing written notice to the school.
5. The school shall not require a student to participate in released time religious instruction and shall not discourage or encourage participation based on the religious nature of the instruction.

II. Location and Transportation
1. Released time religious instruction shall be provided by a private entity.
2. Released time religious instruction shall not be conducted on school property unless the private entity’s use of school property is otherwise permitted under a neutral facility use policy that applies without regard to the religious nature of the activity.
3. The school shall not provide transportation to or from released time religious instruction.
4. For students who reside in the school’s residential program, the parent or legal guardian remains responsible for arranging transportation to and from the location of the released time religious instruction.  Participation shall not be permitted when the required transportation agreements have not been established.

III. Scheduling and Time Limitations
1. The Principal or designee shall excuse a student’s absence to attend approved released time religious instruction when the requirements of this regulation have been satisfied.
2. Released time religious instruction shall be scheduled during the school day and shall not interfere with required school activities beyond the authorized released time.
3. A student shall be authorized to participate for at lease one hour per calendar week, when requested and properly documented.
4. The Principal or designee shall not authorize more than four hours of released time religious instruction per calendar week for an individual student.
5. The school may establish reasonable procedures for scheduling released time in order to minimize disruption to instruction, testing, required services, and other school operations, provided that such procedures do not deny a student’s statutory right to participate.
6. Released time religious instruction shall not be used to excuse absences for purposes other than participation in the approved religious instruction.

IV. Attendance Documentation
1. The parent or legal guardian shall provide the school with written documentation affirming that the student attended released time religious instruction for each day on which the student is absent from school for that purpose.
2. The documentation shall identify:
· The student’s name;
· The date of participation;
· The amount of time the student participated; and
· The private entity or program providing the instruction.
3. The school shall maintain the consent form and attendance documentation in accordance with applicable student records and records retention requirements.
4. If required attendance documentation is not provided, the absence shall be handled in accordance with Policy 4400 and applicable attendance procedures.

V. Missed Schoolwork
1. A student participating in released time religious instruction is responsible for making up all schoolwork missed during the student’s absence.
2. Teachers shall provide the student with a reasonable opportunity to complete missed assignments, assessments, and other required schoolwork in accordance with applicable school procedures.
3. Participation in released time religious instruction shall not relieve a student of academic requirements or responsibility for completing missed work.

VI. School Resources and Financial Support
1. The school shall not expend general operating funds or restricted grant revenues of any kind to facilitate a student’s attendance at released time religious instruction, except for de minimis costs associated with administering the requirements of this regulation.
2. School personnel, equipment, transportation, supplies, technology or other school resources shall not be used to facilitate or provide religious instruction.
3. Nothing in this regulation prohibits a private entity from using school property when such use is independently authorized under a neutral facility use policy that applies equally to religious and nonreligious organizations.

VII. School Personnel and Religious Neutrality
1. School personnel shall remain neutral regarding a student’s decision to participate or not participate in released time religious instruction.
2. School personnel shall not provide, direct, promote, discourage, or otherwise facilitate religious instruction.
3. School personnel shall administer this regulation consistently without regard to the student’s or family’s religious affiliation, beliefs, or lack thereof.
4. The school shall not provide preferential treatment to a particular religious organization of religious viewpoint.

VIII. Student with Disabilities and Required Services
Participation in released time religious instruction does not alter a student’s rights or the school’s obligations under applicable federal or state law concerning students with disabilities.
School personnel shall consider the student’s individualized needs when implementing attendance, transportation arrangements provided by the parent or legal guardian, make-up work, and scheduling procedures.  Released time shall not be used to deny a student required educational services or accommodations except to the extent permitted by applicable law.

IX. Administrative Procedures
The Principal or designee shall:
1. Review and process requests for released time religious instruction.
2. Ensure that the required parental consent form is completed before participation begins.
3. Verify that required transportation arrangements have been made by the parent or legal guardian.
4. Establish procedures for recording and coding authorized released time absences in the student information system.
5. Ensure that required attendance documentation is received and maintained.
6. Monitor the number of hours of released time authorized for each student during each calendar week.
7. Ensure that no student is authorized for more than four hours of released time religious instruction in a calendar week.
8. Communicate applicable make-up work requirements to the student and parent or legal guardian.
9. Ensure that school personnel administer the requirements consistently and in a religiously neutral manner.
10. Consult with the Superintendent or designee when questions arise regarding implementation of this regulation.

X. Accessibility and Communication
ENCSD shall provide information and required forms in accessible formats and shall provide reasonable communication access consistent with applicable federal and state law, including the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and other applicable requirements.  Communication with parents or legal guardians regarding released time religious instruction shall be provided in a manner that supports meaningful access.

Legal References
· U.S. Const. amend. I
· 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. (IDEA)
· 29 U.S.C. § 794 (Section 504)
· 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. (ADA)
· G.S. 115C-47; G.S. 115C-379
· G.S. 115C-407.30 et seq.
· G.S. 115C-407.45
· S.L. 2026-41, § 7.54
· S.L. 2026-61, § 3.1

This policy shall be reviewed and updated periodically to ensure continued compliance with all applicable laws, regulations, and best practices for serving deaf and hard of hearing students.
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