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Purpose
The Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf (ENCSD) is committed to providing a safe, healthy, and tobacco-free environment for all students, staff, and visitors.  The use, possession, and distribution, or sale of tobacco products by students is prohibited at all times on campus, in school vehicles, and during school-sponsored activities, whether on or off campus.

This policy supports student health, reduces exposure to harmful substances, and promotes positive role modeling within our residential school community.

I. Definitions
For the purposes of this policy:
· Tobacco Product: Any product containing, made, or derived from tobacco or nicotine intended for human consumption.  This includes, but is not limited to:
· Cigarettes
· Cigars
· Pipe Tobacco
· Smokeless Tobacco (e.g., chewing tobacco, snuff)
· Electronic Cigarettes (e-cigarettes), vape pens, or similar devices
· Nicotine liquids or cartridges
· Use: Inhaling, chewing, smoking, vaping, or otherwise consuming a tobacco product.
· Possession: Having a tobacco product on one’s person, in personal belongings, or in areas under a student’s control (e.g., dorm room, locker).

II. Prohibited Conduct
Students are prohibited from:
1. Using tobacco products at any time:
· On ENCSD campus (including dormitories and residential spaces)
· In school vehicles
· During school-sponsored activities, whether on or off campus
2. Possessing tobacco products or related paraphernalia
3. Distributing, selling, or attempting to distribute or sell tobacco products
4. Using devices designed to conceal tobacco or vaping use

III. Residential Considerations
As a residential school, ENCSD maintains a 24-hour tobacco-free environment.  This includes:
· All dormitory spaces and surrounding areas
· After-school and evening activities
· Weekend programming and residential supervision periods
Staff assigned to residential settings will actively monitor and enforce this policy to ensure a consistent and safe living environment.

IV. Student Support and Education
ENCSD recognizes that some students may struggle with nicotine dependence.  The school will:
· Provide age-appropriate education on the health risks of tobacco use
· Offer support resources for students seeking to quit or avoid tobacco use
· Collaborate with families and guardians when concerns arise
· Refer students to counseling support services as appropriate

V. Consequences for Violations
Violations of this policy will result in disciplinary action consistent with the Student Code of Conduct.  Consequences may include:
· Confiscation of tobacco products
· Parent/Guardian notification
· Educational interventions or cessation support
· Disciplinary consequences (e.g., detention, loss of privileges, suspension), depending on the severity and frequency of the violation
Students involved in distribution or repeated violations may face more serious disciplinary action.

VI. Reporting and Enforcement
· Staff members are responsible for enforcing this policy consistently across school and residential settings.
· Suspected violations should be reported promptly to school administration.
· Confiscated items must be handled in accordance with school procedures.

VII. Legal Compliance
This policy complies with North Carolina law prohibiting the use and possession of tobacco products by minors and aligns with state and federal public health guidance.

Legal References
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-47 (Powers and duties of local boards of education) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-390.2 (Student behavior policies) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-313 (Youth access to tobacco products) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-496 (Smoking and tobacco use in school buildings, grounds, and at school-sponsored events) 
· Pro-Children Act of 1994, 20 U.S.C. §§ 7181–7184

This policy shall be reviewed periodically by school administration to ensure continued alignment with legal requirements, best practices, and the needs of ENCSD students.
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