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Purpose
The Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf (ENCSD) is committed to maintaining a safe and orderly environment while respecting the rights and dignity of students.  This policy establishes guidelines for conducting student searches in a manner that is reasonable, lawful, and sensitive to the needs of students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

I. General Principles
1. Reasonableness Standard
Student searches shall be conducted in accordance with the standard of reasonable suspicion, as permitted by law.
2. Scope of Search
Searches shall be limited in scope to what is necessary to achieve the objectives of the search and shall not be excessively intrusive.
3. Respect for Students
All searches shall be conducted in a manner that respects student dignity, privacy, and communication needs.
4. Safety Priority
The primary purpose of a search is to maintain safety and security of the school environment.

II. Authority to Search
School officials may conduct searches of students and student property when there is reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover evidence of:
· A violation of school policy
· A violation of law
Authorized personnel include the principal or designee and other staff members acting under administrative direction.

III. Types of Searches
1. Search of Student Property
School-owned property, including lockers, desks, and storage areas, may be searched at any time and without prior notice.
2. Search of Personal Belongings
Personal items such as backpacks, bags, or electronic devices may be searched when reasonable suspicion exists.
3. Search of Student Person
Searches of a student’s person shall be conducted only when justified by reasonable suspicion and shall be limited to:
· Outer clothing, pockets, or personal items
· Measures that are minimally intrusive
4. Strip Searches
Strip searches are prohibited

IV. Use of Metal Detectors and Other Screening Devices
The school may use metal detectors or similar screening devices when necessary to ensure safety.  Such use shall be conducted in a consistent and nondiscriminatory manner.

V. Seizure of Items
1. Items that are prohibited, illegal, or pose a threat to safety may be seized
2. Seized items shall be:
· Returned to the student or parent/guardian when appropriate
· Retained as evidence in disciplinary proceedings
· Turned over to law enforcement when required

VI. Communication and Accessibility
1. Students shall be informed of the reason for the search in their primary mode of communication.
2. Staff shall ensure that students understand instructions and expectations during the search process.
3. Communication shall be provided in accessible formats, including ASL or other appropriate methods.

VII. Consideration of Students with Disabilities
1. Searches shall consider the student’s age, disability, and communication needs.
2. When appropriate, staff familiar with the student’s communication methods shall be involved.
3. All actions shall comply with IDEA and other applicable laws.
VIII. Notification
1. Parents/guardians may be notified when a search results in the discovery of prohibited or illegal items, as appropriate.
2. Law enforcement shall be notified when required by law or when safety concerns warrant such involvement.

IX. Documentation
1. Searches resulting in the discovery of prohibited or illegal items shall be documented.
2. Documentation shall include:
· Reason for the search
· Scope and method of the search
· Items found
· Staff involved

X. Residential Program Integration
1. This policy applies to residential settings, including student living areas.
2. Residential staff shall coordinate with school administration when conducting or requesting searches.
3. Student privacy shall be respected while maintaining safety within residential environments.

X. Compliance with Law
This policy shall be implemented in accordance with applicable federal and state laws governing criminal conduct, school safety, and the rights of students with disabilities

Legal References
· New Jersey v. T.L.O., 469 U.S. 325 (1985) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-288 (Powers and duties of principal) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-390.2 (Standards of student conduct) 
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. 
· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794 
· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. 

This policy shall be reviewed periodically by school administration to ensure continued alignment with legal requirements, best practices, and the needs of ENCSD students.
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