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Purpose
The Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf (ENCSD) recognizes that student dress and appearance can influence the educational environment, safety, and communication accessibility within the school community.  This policy establishes expectations for student dress that promote a safe, respectful, and inclusive learning and residential environment while supporting clear visual communication for students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

I. Policy Statement
Students are expected to dress in a manner that supports health, safety, respect, and a positive learning environment.  Student dress must not disrupt instruction, interfere with communication, or compromise safety.  These expectations apply during the school day, in residential settings, and at school-sponsored events on and off campus.
ENCSD supports student self-expression while maintaining standards that promote comfort, respect, and readiness for learning.  Families are encouraged to partner with the school to support appropriate student dress.

II. General Expectations
Students are expected:
· Dress for comfort, respect, and school
· Wear clean clothing each day
· Maintain appropriate hygiene and grooming
· Wear clothing that allows for safe participation in school activities
· Wear clothing that supports clear visual communication, including visibility of the face and signing space

III. Acceptable Dress
Examples of appropriate attire include:
· Clean clothes worn daily
· Hair that is clean and brushed or combed
· Safe footwear, such as sneakers or closed-toe shoes
· Skirts, dresses, and shorts that are no shorter than 4 inches above the knee
· Pants worn at the waist (no sagging)
· Sports bras worn under appropriate outer clothing
· Clothing that covers the chest, back, and midsection

IV. Prohibited Attire
Students may not wear:
Clothing with:
· References to drugs, alcohol, or smoking
· Rude, disruptive, or violent words or images
· Gang-related, sexual, or discriminatory (including racist) messages
Items including:
· Tank tops, tube tops, or halter tops
· See-through clothing
· Excessively short skirts or shorts
· Flip-flops or beach-style sandals
· Sunglasses worn indoors (unless for a documented medical need)
· Hats or caps during the school day (unless for religious or documented medical reasons)
· Jackets or additional clothing used solely to cover inappropriate attire.
Clothing must not expose undergarments or private body areas and must not create a disruption to the educational environment.

V. Hygiene and Grooming
Students are expected to:
· Maintain daily personal cleanliness including use of soap and deodorant
· Wear clean clothing
· Keep hair neat and well-groomed
· Avoid sharing, lending, or giving clothing to others

VI. Residential Program Considerations
As a residential school, ENCSD recognizes that students live on campus.  While some flexibility may be appropriate during non-instructional time:
· Students must maintain appropriate attire in shared and public spaces
· Expectations for safety, hygiene, and respect remain in place
· School administration may establish additional guidelines consistent with this policy

VII. Enforcement
Dress code violations will be addressed respectfully and consistently.
Students who are not in compliance may be required to:
· Change clothing
· Return to the dormitory or home to change
· Contact a parent or guardian for assistance
Repeated or significant violations may result in disciplinary action in accordance with ENCSD policies.
VIII. Non-Discrimination
This policy will be enforced in a manner that does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, or other protected status.

Legal References
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-47 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-390.2 
· Applicable federal nondiscrimination laws

This policy shall be reviewed periodically by school administration to ensure continued alignment with legal requirements, best practices, and the needs of ENCSD students.
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