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Purpose
The Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf (ENCSD) provides a process for students who have been suspended for 365 days or expelled to request readmission.  This policy establishes procedures to ensure that requests are reviewed fairly, consistently, and in accordance with applicable law, while maintaining a safe and orderly school environment.

I. Eligibility for Readmission
1. A student who has been suspended for 365 days or expelled may request readmission in accordance with state law and school procedures.
2. A request for readmission may be submitted:
· Prior to the end of the suspension period, as permitted by law; or
· At the conclusion of the suspension or expulsion period.

II. Submission of Request
1. The student or parent/guardian shall submit a written request for readmission to the Superintendent or designee.
2. The request should include:
· The student’s name and identifying information
· The date of the original disciplinary action
· Reasons supporting the request for readmission
· Any evidence of the student’s progress, rehabilitation, or changed circumstances
3. Assistance shall be provided to ensure the request is submitted in an accessible format.

III. Review Process
1. The Superintendent or designee shall review the request and may:
· Conduct a hearing or meeting
· Request additional information
· Consult with school staff or other relevant parties
2. The student and parent/guardian shall be given an opportunity to present information supporting the request.
3. All proceedings shall be conducted in an accessible manner consistent with the student's communication needs.

IV. Factors for Consideration
In determining whether to grant readmission, the following factors may be considered:
1. The nature and severity of the original offense
2. The student’s conduct since the suspension or expulsion
3. Evidence of rehabilitation or participation in counseling, education, or treatment programs
4. The student’s academic progress during the period of removal
5. The safety of students, staff, and the school community
6. The likelihood of successful reintegration into the school environment
7. The recommendations of school staff or other professionals

V. Decision
1. The Superintendent or governing authority shall issue a written decision regarding the request for readmission.
2. The decision shall include:
· Approval or denial of the request
· Any conditions for readmission, if applicable
3. Conditions for readmission may include:
· Compliance with a behavior contract
· Participation in counseling or support services
· Regular monitoring or check-ins

VI. Notification
1. The student and parent/guardian shall be notified of the decision in writing.
2. Notification shall be provided in an accessible format and include information regarding any conditions of readmission.

VII. Consideration of Students with Disabilities
1. Decisions regarding readmission shall comply with IDEA and other applicable laws.
2. The IEP team may be convened to:
· Review the student’s needs
· Determine appropriate placement and supports
· Ensure provision of a free appropriate public education (FAPE)
Disciplinary actions shall not be implemented in a manner that denies a student access to specialized instruction and communication supports that are integral to the student’s placement at ENCSD.
When removal from the educational environment is necessary, the school shall ensure continuity of appropriate services to the maximum extent practicable.
VIII. Communication and Accessibility
1. All aspects of the readmission process shall be conducted in the student’s primary mode of communication.
2. Students and families shall be supported in understanding the process and requirements.
3. Interpreters or other accommodations shall be provided as needed.

IX. Residential Program Considerations
1. Readmission decisions shall consider the student’s ability to participate in the residential program.
2. Coordination between academic and residential staff shall ensure appropriate supports and supervision upon readmission.

Legal References
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-390.7 (Long-term suspension, 365-day suspension, expulsion; readmission) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-390.6 (Notice and due process for long-term suspension) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-390.2 (Standards of student conduct) 
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. 
· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794 
· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. 

This policy shall be reviewed periodically by school administration to ensure continued alignment with legal requirements, best practices, and the needs of ENCSD students.
Adopted:
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