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Purpose 
The Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf (ENCSD) recognizes that meaningful parental involvement is essential to addressing student behavior issues effectively.  This policy establishes expectations and procedures for collaboration between ENCSD and parents/guardians when student behavior concerns arise, with the goal of promoting student growth, accountability, and a safe and supportive learning and residential environment.

I. Definitions
For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:
· Student Behavior Issues: Conduct by a student that violates the Student Code of Conduct, disrupts the educational or residential environment, or raises safety concerns.
· Behavior Intervention Plan: A written plan developed to address persistent or significant behavior concerns, outlining interventions, supports, and expectations.
· School Personnel: All ENCSD employees and contracted staff acting within the scope of their assigned duties, including instructional, residential, administrative, and support staff.

II. General Policy
ENCSD shall actively involve parents/guardians in addressing student behavior issues in a timely, respectful, and collaborative manner.  Parental involvement is intended to support consistent expectations across home, school, and residential settings and to promote positive behavioral outcomes for students.  This policy shall be implemented in coordination with ENCSD’s student discipline policies and procedures.

III. Parent/Guardian Notification
A. Notification of Behavior Issues
Parents/guardians shall be notified when a student engages in behavior that:
1. Results in disciplinary action beyond routine classroom or residential management
2. Poses a risk to the safety of the student or others
3. Results in removal from class, residential programming, or school-sponsored activities
4. Indicates a pattern of behavioral concern requiring additional intervention
B. Method of Communication
Communication with parents/guardians shall be conducted using accessible and appropriate methods, including written communication, video conferencing, in-person meetings, or other formats that ensure effective communication and language access.

IV. Parental Participation in Intervention and Discipline
1. Parents/guardians may be requested to participate in conferences, meetings, or planning sessions related to student behavior concerns.
2. Parental input shall be considered when developing behavior interventions, support, or plans, including Behavior Intervention Plans, when appropriate.
3. Failure or refusal of a parent/guardian to participate shall not prevent ENCSD from implementing appropriate interventions or disciplinary actions.

V. Students with Disabilities
1. For students with disabilities, parental involvement shall comply with applicable federal and state laws governing special education and student accommodations.
2. Parents/guardians shall be involved in meetings related to behavior concerns addressed through IEPs, Section 504 plans, or other required processes.
3. Behavioral responses shall consider the student’s communication needs, language access, and individualized supports.


VI. Residential Program Considerations
Because ENCSD operates a residential program, parental involvement may include communication regarding behavior occurring during evenings, overnight periods, weekends (when applicable), or residential activities.  ENCSD shall coordinate communication among instructional staff, residential staff, and administrators to provide parents/guardians with clear and consistent information.

VII. Student Rights and Due Process
Nothing in this policy shall be interpreted to limit a student’s right to due process or a parent/guardian's right to appeal disciplinary decisions in accordance with ENCSD policies and applicable laws.

VIII. Confidentiality
Information related to student behavior and discipline shall be handled confidentially and shared only with authorized individuals in accordance with applicable privacy laws and ENCSD policies.

Legal References
· G.S. § 115C-47 – Powers and duties of local boards of education
· G.S. § 115C-390.2 – Student discipline policies
· G.S. § 115C-391 – Control of disruptive students
· Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
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