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Purpose
The Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf (ENCSD) is committed to maintaining a safe, healthy, and drug-free environment that supports student learning and well-being.  The use, possession, distribution, or sale of illegal drugs, controlled substances, alcohol, or related paraphernalia by students is strictly prohibited.

This policy applies at all times on campus, in school vehicles, and during school-sponsored activities, whether on or off campus, and reflects ENCSD’s responsibility as a residential school to provide a safe, supervised environment 24 hours a day.

I. Definitions
For the purposes of this policy:
· Controlled Substance: Any drug or substance regulated under federal or North Carolina law, including those listed in the North Carolina Controlled Substances Act.
· Illegal Drug: Any controlled substance not legally possessed or used under proper authority, including misuse of prescription or over-the-counter medications.
· Alcohol: Any beverage containing alcohol, including beer, wine, and distilled spirits
· Drug Paraphernalia: Any equipment, product, or material used or intended for use in manufacturing, consuming, concealing, or distributing drugs or alcohol (e.g., pipes, vape devices used for THC, rolling papers, containers designed to conceal substances).
· Use: Ingesting, inhaling, injecting, consuming, or otherwise introducing substances into the body.
· Possession: Having a substance on one’s person, in belongings, or in areas under a student’s control, (e.g., dorm room, locker).

II. Prohibited Conduct
Students are prohibited from:
1. Using or being under the influence of illegal drugs or alcohol
2. Possessing illegal drugs, controlled substances, alcohol, or drug paraphernalia
3. Misusing prescription or over-the-counter medications
4. Distributing, selling, or attempting to distribute or sell drugs or alcohol
5. Possessing or using substances represented as drugs or alcohol (look-alike substances)
6. Using any substance in a manner inconsistent with its intended purpose (e.g., inhalants)

III. Residential Considerations
As a residential school, ENCSD maintains a 24-hour drug and alcohol free environment.  This includes:
· All dormitory spaces and surrounding areas
· After-school and evening activities
· Weekend programming and residential supervision periods
Staff assigned to residential settings will actively monitor and enforce this policy to ensure a consistent and safe living environment.

IV. Student Support and Education
ENCSD recognizes that some students may struggle with substance use.  The school will:
· Provide age-appropriate education on the health risks of substance use and its effects
· Offer counseling and intervention services as appropriate
· Collaborate with families and guardians when concerns arise
· Refer students to outside agencies or treatment resources when necessary
Students may be required to participate in educational or counseling programs as part of disciplinary action.

V. Searches and Testing
School officials may conduct searches of students and their property when there is a reasonable suspicion of a violation of this policy, consistent with applicable law and ENCSD policies.
When appropriate and legally permissible, substance screening or testing may be used as part of an investigation or intervention process.

VI. Consequences for Violations
Violations of this policy will result in disciplinary action consistent with the Student Code of Conduct.  Consequences may include:
· Confiscation of substances and paraphernalia
· Parent/Guardian notification
· Short-term or long-term suspension
· Recommendation for expulsion, when appropriate
· Referral to law enforcement, when required
More severe consequences will apply in cases involving distribution, repeated violations, or threats to student safety.

VII. Reporting and Enforcement
· Staff members are responsible for enforcing this policy consistently across school and residential settings.
· Suspected violations should be reported promptly to school administration.
· Any substances found must be secured and handled in accordance with school procedures and, when appropriate, turned over to law enforcement.
· Administration will ensure consistent enforcement across both school and residential settings.

Legal References
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-47 (Powers and duties of local boards of education) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-390.2 (Student behavior policies) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-86 et seq. (North Carolina Controlled Substances Act) 
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 18B-302 (Sale of alcohol to underage persons) 
· 21 U.S.C. § 812 (Controlled substances schedules) 
· Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act, 20 U.S.C. § 7101 et seq.

This policy shall be reviewed periodically by school administration to ensure continued alignment with legal requirements, best practices, and the needs of ENCSD students.
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