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Management of “Do Not Resuscitate/Do Not Intubate” (DNR/DNI) Orders for Medically Fragile Students

Policy 4102

Purpose 
The Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf (ENCSD) is committed to providing a safe, respectful, and legally compliant educational and residential environment for all students, including students who are medically fragile.  This policy establishes procedures for the management, recognition, and implementation of valid Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) and Do Not Intubate (DNI) orders for students enrolled at ENCSD.
This policy is intended to ensure that ENCSD staff respond appropriately and consistently to medical emergencies involving students with documented DNR/DNI orders while honoring parental authority, student dignity, applicable laws, and ethical standards.

I. Definitions
For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:
· Do Not Resuscitate (DNR): A written medical order, signed by a licensed physician or authorized medical provider, indicating that cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) should not be initiated if a student experiences cardiac or respiratory arrest.
· Do Not Intubate (DNI): A written medical order directing that endotracheal intubation or advanced airway management should not be performed in the event of respiratory failure.
· Medically Fragile Student: A student who has complex medical needs that require ongoing health services, specialized monitoring, or life-sustaining interventions.

II. Policy Statement
ENCSD shall recognize and honor valid DNR and/or DNI orders for medically fragile students when such orders are:
· Properly executed;
· Voluntarily provided by the parent/guardian; and
· On file with the ENCSD Student Health Center.
ENCSD shall not be required to make independent medical determinations regarding end-of-life decisions but shall act in accordance with documented orders and applicable law.

III. Requirements for DNR/DNI Orders
A. Submission and Validity
1. DNR/DNI orders must:
· Be written on the appropriate state-recognized form or equivalent physician order;
· Be signed by a licensed physician or authorized medical provider; and
· Clearly identify the student by name and date of birth.
2. Copies of the DNR/DNI order must be provided to:
· ENCSD Health Services;
· The student’s residential program (if applicable); and
· Any additional locations as determined necessary by the school nurse.
B. Annual Review and Updates
1. DNR/DNI orders must be reviewed at least annually.
2. Parents/guardians are responsible for providing updated documentation when changes occur.
3. Outdated or revoked orders shall be immediately removed from active student records.

IV. Implementation Procedures
A. Student Health Center Responsibilities
1. The school nurse shall:
· Maintain the official copy of the DNR/DNI order;
· Ensure relevant staff are informed of the existence of the order on a need-to-know basis; and 
· Coordinate training as appropriate.
2. The DNR/DNI status shall be documented in the student’s Individualized Health Plan (IHP), and/or residential care plan, as applicable.
B. Staff Responsibilities
1. ENCSD staff shall:
· Follow the student’s documented DNR/DNI order during a medical emergency;
· Immediately contact EMS and the school nurse when an emergency occurs; and
· Provide comfort measures consistent with training and scope of duties.
2. Staff shall not:
· Perform CPR or intubation when a valid DNR/DNI order is in effect;
· Interpret or alter the medical order; or
· Delay contacting EMS.
C. Emergency Situations
1. If EMS personnel request to see the DNR/DNI documentation, ENCSD staff shall provide the documentation promptly.  EMS personnel shall have final authority regarding emergency medical care once on scene.

V. Residential Program Considerations
Because ENCSD operates residential facilities, DNR/DNI orders shall apply during both instructional and residential hours.  Residential staff shall receive training appropriate to their roles and responsibilities in responding to medical emergencies involving students with DNR/DNI orders.

VI. Revocation of DNR/DNI Orders
Parents/Guardians may revoke a DNR/DNI order at any time by providing written notice to ENCSD Student Health Center.  Revocation shall be effective immediately upon receipt and documentation.

VII. Liability and Staff Protection
ENCSD staff who act in good faith and in accordance with this policy, applicable law, and professional training shall be afforded protections available under state law and board policy.

VIII. Confidentiality
All medical information related to DNR/DNI orders shall be treated as confidential student health information and handled in compliance with FERPA, HIPAA (as applicable), and state privacy laws.

Legal References
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-321 et seq. (Right to a Natural Death Act)
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-375.1 (Immunity for School Employees)
· Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 U.S.C. § 1232g
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.
· North Carolina Department of Public Instruction – Student Health Services Guidelines

This policy shall be reviewed and updated periodically to ensure continued compliance with all applicable laws, regulations, and best practices for serving deaf and hard of hearing students.
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