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Communicable Diseases - Students

Policy 4230

Purpose 
The Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf (ENCSD) is committed to maintaining a safe, healthy, and accessible learning and residential environment for all students.  This policy establishes procedures for the prevention, identification, and management of communicable diseases among students in accordance with applicable federal and state laws and public health guidance.
Because ENCSD operates a residential program, this school policy applies both to instructional and residential settings and emphasizes proactive measures to limit the spread of communicable diseases within the school community.

I. Definitions
For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:
· Communicable Disease: An illness caused by an infectious agent or its toxins that can be transmitted directly or indirectly from one person to another.
· Reportable Disease: A communicable disease that must be reported to public health authorities as required by state law.
· Isolation: Separation of a student who is ill with a communicable disease from others to prevent the spread of infection.
· Quarantine: Restriction of movement or activities of a student who has been exposed to a communicable disease but is not yet symptomatic.

II. Policy Statement
ENCSD shall implement reasonable and lawful measures to prevent and control the spread of communicable diseases among students while protecting rights, privacy, and access to education.  Decisions regarding exclusion, isolation, or quarantine shall be based on current public health guidance and individual circumstances.

III. Prevention Measures 
A. Health Education and Hygiene
1. ENCSD shall promote:
· Hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette
· Routine cleaning and sanitation of facilities
· Health education appropriate to students’ age, language, and communication needs.
B. Immunization Compliance
1. Students shall comply with ENCSD immunization requirements as outlined in ENCSD Policy 4110, unless a lawful exemption applies.

IV. Identification and Reporting
A. Identification of Illness
1. Students exhibiting symptoms of a communicable disease may be referred to the Student Health Center for evaluation.
2. Staff shall promptly report suspected communicable illnesses to the Student Health Center.
B. Reporting Requirements
1. Student Health Center staff shall comply with all state and local requirements for reporting communicable and reportable diseases to public health authorities.

V. Exclusion, Isolation, and Quarantine
A. Exclusion from School or Residential Program
1. Students diagnosed with or suspected of having a communicable disease may be excluded from school attendance and/or residential services when necessary to protect public health.
2. Exclusion decisions shall be based on:
· Public health guidance
· Medical recommendations
· The specific nature of the disease
B. Isolation and Quarantine Procedures
1. ENCSD may implement isolation or quarantine measures in accordance with guidance from public health authorities.
2. Residential students may be isolated in designated areas when appropriate and safe.
C. Continuation of Educational Services
1. ENCSD shall make reasonable efforts to provide educational access to excluded students, consistent with law and the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP), if applicable.

VI. Residential Program Considerations
Due to shared living environments, residential students may be subject to additional monitoring, health screenings, or temporary restrictions during outbreaks or exposure incidents.
Residential staff shall work in coordination with the Student Health Center to ensure student safety, communication accessibility, and continuity of care.

VII. Confidentiality
Information regarding a student’s health status shall be treated as confidential and shared only with individuals who have a legitimate educational or health-related need to know, in compliance with FERPA and applicable privacy laws.

VIII. Responsibilities
A. Parents/Guardians
1. Notify ENCSD of communicable disease diagnosis
2. Comply with exclusion and return-to-school requirements
3. Provide required medical documentation
B. ENCSD Staff
1. Follow health and safety protocols
2. Refer students to the Student Health Center when illness is suspected
3. Maintain confidentiality
C. Student Health Center
1. Assess student health concerns
2. Coordinate with public health authorities
3. Determine appropriate exclusion or return-to-school criteria

Legal References
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-135 through § 130A-144 (Communicable Disease Control)
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-375.1 (Immunity for School Employees)
· North Carolina Administrative Code 10A NCAC 41A .0100 et seq.
· Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 U.S.C. § 1232g
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.
· North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS) Guidance

This policy shall be reviewed and updated periodically to ensure continued compliance with all applicable laws, regulations, and best practices for serving deaf and hard of hearing students.
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