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Religious Based Exemptions from School Programs
 Policy 3510




I. Purpose
The Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf (ENCSD) respects the sincerely held religious beliefs of students and their families.  The school recognizes that, in limited circumstances, participation in certain school programs or activities may cause conflict with a student’s religious beliefs.

This policy establishes procedures for requesting and granting religious-based exemptions from specific school programs while ensuring that the school continues to meet all applicable educational requirements and maintain a safe and inclusive learning environment. 

II. Scope
This policy applies to instructional programs, classroom activities, assemblies, and other school-sponsored programs conducted during the instructional day or as part of the residential program when participation is required as part of the school’s educational mission.

III. Definitions
· Religious-Based Exemption: A request by a parent/guardian or eligible student to excuse the student from participation in a specific school program, activity, or instructional component due to sincerely held religious beliefs.
· Eligible Student: A student who is 18 years of age or older and legally authorized to make educational decisions on their own behalf.
· School Program: Any instructional activity, curriculum component, school assembly, residential life activity, or school-sponsored event that is part of the educational or residential experience at ENCSD.



IV. Policy
ENCSD will reasonably accommodate sincerely held religious beliefs by allowing a student to be excused from participation in a specific school program or activity when participation would substantially conflict with those beliefs.
Such accommodations will be granted in a manner that:
1. Maintains compliance with federal and state law and required instructional standards.
2. Does not interfere with the school’s ability to provide essential services.
3. Does not create a disruption to the instructional environment or residential program.
Religious-based exemptions apply only to specific activities or program components and do not excuse students from general attendance requirements or the completion of essential academic requirements.

V. Request Procedure
A. Written Request
A parent/guardian or eligible student must submit a written request to the principal or designee that:
1. Identifies the specific activity or program from which the student seeks exemption.
2. Explains that the request is based on sincerely held religious beliefs.
B. Review of Request
The principal or designee will review the request and may consult with relevant instructional staff or residential life staff as appropriate.
The principal may request clarification necessary to understand the nature of the request.
C. Decision
The principal or designee will determine whether the exemption can be reasonably accommodated while maintaining compliance with school requirements.
The decision will be communicated to the parent/guardian or eligible student in writing.

VI. Alternate Activities 
When a religious-based exemption is granted:
1. The school may provide alternative educational activity or assignment that aligns with instructional goals when appropriate.
2. The alternate activity will be supervised and structured so that the student remains engaged in educationally appropriate work.
3. Alternative activities are not intended to penalize the student but to ensure continuity of learning.

VII. Limitations
A religious-based exemption will not be granted when:
1. The exemption would prevent the school from meeting mandatory instructional requirements established by law or the North Carolina Standard Course of Study.
2. The requested exemption would pose a health or safety risk to the student or others.
3. The request would substantially disrupt the educational or residential program.
Instruction about religion as part of a secular educational program (such as historical or cultural study) does not constitute religious practice and generally will not qualify for exemption.

VIII. Residential Program Considerations 
Because ENCSD operates a residential program, this policy also applies to required educational activities conducted within the residential setting.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate religious-based exemption requests while maintaining student supervision, safety, and the integrity of the residential program.

IX. Non-Retaliation
Students who receive approved religious-based exemptions will not be penalized, disciplined, or otherwise disadvantaged for exercising rights under this policy.

X. Appeals
If a parent/guardian or eligible student disagrees with the principal’s decision they may appeal the decision to the Superintendent or designee within ten (10) school days of the decision.
The Superintendent’s decision will be final.

IX. LEGAL REFERENCES
· U.S. Constitution, First Amendment
· N.C. Constitution, Article I
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-36
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-81
· N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-390.2
· Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 U.S.C. § 1232g
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