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Purpose 
ENCSD is committed to providing all students with access to high quality instructional materials that support curriculum goals, are aligned with the North Carolina Standard Course of Study, and reflect the diverse cultural and linguistic needs of our Deaf and hard of hearing students.  This policy establishes standards and procedures for selecting, evaluating, and approving instructional materials for use in accordance with:
· North Carolina General Statutes §§ 115C-81.5 ad 115C-98
· North Carolina Department of Public Instruction Policies
· Federal disability laws (IDEA, ADA, and Section 504)
ENCSD will ensure all instructional materials are accessible to Deaf and hard of hearing students through incorporation of American Sign Language, captioning, and other multi-modal supports as appropriate.

Definitions
· Instructional Materials: Any resources used as part of the instructional program, including but not limited to textbooks (print or digital), audiovisual content, supplementary readers, software, manipulatives, visual media, and teacher-developed resources.
· Core Instructional Materials: Resources designated as foundational to core instruction in a subject or course, typically used by all students in a grade level or class.
· Supplementary Materials: Resources that enhance instruction by providing enrichment, remediation, differentiated access, or varied perspectives.
· Accessible Materials: Instructional content provided in formats that are appropriate for Deaf and hard of hearing students, including captioned videos, signed content, visual-illustrated supports, and other formats aligned to the individual needs of learners as required under state and federal law.

I. Selection Principles
All instructional materials selected for use at ENCSD shall:
1. Align with the North Carolina Standard Course of Study and/or Extended Content Standards. (N.C.G.S. § 115C-81.5)
2. Reflect the school’s commitment to equity, academic rigor, inclusion, and cultural and linguistic diversity, including the Deaf experience and Deaf culture.
3. Be current, age appropriate, developmentally appropriate, and free from bias.
4. Be accessible for Deaf and hard of hearing students, including the use of sign language resources, captioning, and visual supports, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA, 42 U.S.C. § 12101) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. § 794).
5. Support differentiated instruction to meet the needs of a wide range of learners.
6. Comply with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.), state textbook adoption rules, and all other applicable laws and policies.

II. Selection Process
Responsibility for Selection 
The principal, in collaboration with instructional staff and specialized support personnel shall oversee the selection of instructional materials.
Evaluation Criteria
Instructional materials will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
· Alignment with state and local content standards
· Accuracy, currency, and credibility of content
· Representation of diverse perspectives, including the Deaf experience
· Inclusion of accessible formats and multi-modal delivery, such as ASL and captioning
· Feedback from the School Leadership Team (SLT)
Textbook Adoption
Core textbooks must be selected from the list approved by the North Carolina State Board of Education unless a waiver is granted for locally selected materials, in accordance with NCDPI guidelines (N.C.G.S. § 115C-98).  
Digital and Supplementary Resources
Supplementary resources, including digital tools, may be adopted at the school level if they meet ENCSD’s accessibility and instructional standards and are approved by the principal or a designated curriculum lead.

III. Review and Reconsideration of Materials
ENCSD recognizes the right of families and staff to raise concerns about instructional materials. A formal Request for Reconsideration Form may be submitted in writing to the principal.
· Upon receipt, a review committee will be convened per ENCSD policy 3210 (Parental Inspection and Objection to Instructional Materials).
· The final decision will be communicated in writing.
· All proceedings will be accessible in compliance with ADA and Section 504.

IV. Maintenance and Inventory
ENCSD shall maintain an up-to-date inventory of all adopted core instructional materials.  Instructional staff must ensure proper care and accountability for school-owned materials.  Materials that are outdated, damaged, or no longer aligned with curriculum standards shall be removed following proper review and in compliance with state guidance (N.C.G.S. § 115C-98).

V. Professional Development
Staff shall receive ongoing training on the use, implementation, and integration of instructional materials, including:
· Use of digital and multimedia resources in ASL-enhanced and captioned formats
· Strategies for customizing resources for Deaf and hard of hearing students
· Implementation of accessibility features in teaching platforms
· Equitable representation of Deaf culture and bilingual education best practices
Training materials will be offered in ASL, captioned video, or printed formats in alignment with staff needs and OSHR Reasonable Accommodation procedures.

VI. Acceptance of Gift Materials
ENCSD may accept gift materials including books, digital resources, and educational equipment provided that such materials:
1. Meet the same selection criteria as purchased materials.
2. Are age-appropriate, current, and free from bias.
3. Do not require the school to endorse commercial, political, or religious views.
4. Are aligned with the curriculum and instructional goals of ENCSD.
5. Are reviewed and approved by the principal or designee prior to classroom or library use.
All accepted gift materials shall become property of the Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf.

VII. Compliance
All instructional material selection process shall comply with:
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq) 
· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. § 794)
· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA, 42 U.S.C. § 12101)
· North Carolina General Statutes § 115C-81.5 and § 115C-98
· State Board of Education and NCDPI policies

VIII. Accessibility
ASL interpreters and communication access services will be provided for all policy-related proceedings, including investigations, meetings, and appeals, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. OSHR Reasonable Accommodation Procedures shall guide implementation.  All communications regarding instructional materials will be made available in accessible formats including ASL and captioned content, upon request.

Legal References
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.
· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, 29 U.S.C. § 794
· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 42 U.S.C. § 12101
· North Carolina General Statutes § 115C-81.5, § 115C-98
· NCDPI Textbook Adoption Policy and Procedures

This policy shall be reviewed and updated periodically to ensure continued compliance with all applicable laws, regulations, and best practices for serving deaf and hard of hearing students.
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